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ing their power. For a century the council continued to be the
hope of the laity, which was dissatisfied with the abuses among the
clergy, and the threat of it was always being invoked by the
sovereigns in their conflicts with the popes.

If reform was to be carried out in the teeth of the pope, it would
have been necessary openly to brave the authority of the clergy;
but they possessed such a perfect machinery of supervision and
repression in the shape of tie ecclesiastical tribunals and the ob-
ligatory practice of confession that, so soon as a group of rebellious
spirits was formed, it was at once discovered and exterminated;
for the secular authorities were all bound by oath to support the
clergy against heretics. For ten centuries past not a single heresy
had escaped destruction. Hence, in order to form a church that
should be independent of the pope, it was not sufficient that a
reformer should be determined upon revolt; he also required a
secular government to defend him and provide him with a terri-
tory on which he could organize his church. But all the powerful
sovereigns were interested in the maintanence of an order of things
which gave them control over the clergy of the realm - for it
was they who chose the bishops and abbots. This is why no centre
of revolt was formed within the domains of any king: the three
independent churches were all created hi countries nominally
dependent upon the Empire and under the protection of local
sovereigns. Luther organized his Church on the territories of the
Elector of Saxony; Zwingli organized his at Zurich; and Calvin
his at Geneva. If these little churches subsequently managed to
survive and propagate their reforms, this was due to the fact that
the sovereigns who were their enemies were almost always at war
among themselves or with the pope. The Reformation was the
result of an exceptional combination of political accidents.
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The mass of French Christians was sincerely attached to religion
and had a respect for ecclesiastical authority. It took but little
interest in theology, which had remained the special study of
professional clerks, for there was as yet no organized religious
instruction of the laity. But there was one point of doctrine that
touched all believers to the quick: the doctrine of salvation, upon